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the spot, and }our own books would have she^n \ou what the\ produced.
We therefore positively direct that you resume the enquin and acquaint
us with the result.

37.    The conduct of Mr. Booth in declining to stand forth in support
of his charges, and leaving Calcutta contrary to the orders of the Board,
is extremely culpable.    We therefore direct that Mr. Booth be called upon
for his evidence in support of the charges, and that you transmit to us
the whole of the proceedings that we may finally determine thereupon.
Should Mr. Booth's allegations appear to be without foundation we direct
that you suspend him from the service until our further pleasuie shall
be known.

38.    We have considered of Captain Wood's application to he allowed
four month's pay on account of his being employed by the Secret Com-
mittee in carrying dispatches to India, and very much approve of your
having referred this claim to our decision.    As Captain Wood was allowed
his travelling expenses, and as it is quite unusual for officers to receive
pay during their absence, we cannot comply with his request.

39.    Having a very favorable opinion of the abilities of Mr. William
Kerrill Amherst, of your civil service, we take this opportunity of recom-
mending him  to your notice  and direct that he be  nominated  to  the
first vacant advantageous post that may be consistant with his rank in
our service, and for which he may appear qualified,

40.    We have resolved to send 34 writers to Bengal this season, and
have entertained the following persons, in part of the said number, viz.,
Charles  Taylor,  George  Charles  Meyer,  John  Ramsay,  Henry  Forster,
Thomas Abraham, John Routledge, Thos. Godfrey Lushington.

41.    Your advices and consultations respecting the new plan for the
management  of  the  customs  have   been  very  attentively  perused   and
considered.    As the arrangement was avowedly formed not so much by
the desire of encreasing the customs as of promoting the internal com-
merce of the provinces, by the removal of restrictions  and oppressions,
we are much concerned to find so many instances,,  upon your records,
of its having produced a contrary effect.    The complaints from Serool on
the borders of Burdwan, in particular, are very alarming.    The enorm-
ous  tax of  15 per cent upon  thread alone could  not fail  to produce
the consequences which followed, viz., that not an anna's worth of thread
is brought to market nor a piece of cloth manufactured.   This we do
not wonder at when it is stated that the whole tax upon cloth amounts
to upwards of 36 per cent.

It is certainly a most impolitic measure for many reasons to
tax the materials for manufacture at so high a rate, more especially 3s
in the present instance the Company's investment must be very materially
affected thereby; equally impolitic, in our opinion, is the tax laid on
rice and the other necessaries of life. This also will be felt in the invest-
ment as it will be the means of raising the price of the manufactures.